
Memo
Date: April 26, 2006

To:      City Council

From:  Dan Folke, Planning Director

Re:      April Monthly Report

Building Activity – The Planning Department issued 42 Building Permit Applications in April, with 
$67,506 in material costs and $7,047 in Use Tax collections.  To date, our building activity compares to 
2005 as follows:

# of Permits Materials Costs Use Tax Collected
Year to Date – 2006 121 $338,919 $21,831
Year to Date – 2005  85 $186,316 $8,913

Spa Building – Planning Commission reviewed and recommended approval of the Major 
Development, Parking Variance and Density Variance applications April 12th, with a condition that 
allowed some Staff discretion in regard to issuing Building Permits prior to all the development 
approvals being in place in order to facilitate a tight construction schedule.  At their April 25th Land 
Use Meeting, City Council approved the requests with conditions.  The Applicant hopes to begin 
construction on the parking deck and stair tower by mid May.  

Development Review – Applications for the May Planning Commission meeting are back to more 
recent historical levels.  Two development projects that Staff has been working with Applicants on for 
several months have started through the Planning processes and continue to work closely on several 
more in preparation for submittal.  Planning Commission will hear an initial request to rezone a vacant 
parcel on El Paso Boulevard to allow 8 multiple family townhomes, and a request to construct 9 multiple 
family townhomes at 444-446 Winter Street in conjunction with the restoration of an on-site historic 
structure. 

Historic Preservation – The HPC again held two meetings in April in an attempt to facilitate the review 
of current demolition proposals, both of which postponed their requests to allow them more time to 
amend or complete their applications.  A new demolition application for structures at 444-446 Winter 
Street has been received for initial review at the May meeting.  May is National Historic Preservation 
Month and the Commission has a number of events planned, including the annual Preservation Honor 
Awards and several local exhibits of historic photographs, including one in the City Hall lobby. 

Planning Director – I am very pleased to have started full time on April 17.  During these next few 
months I plan to attend as many of the advisory commission meetings as possible and begin to learn 
our zoning and plan review processes and procedures.  We will continue to find better ways to meet the 
needs of our citizens and businesses by providing responsive and efficient services.  I encourage 
anyone who has suggestions on how we can achieve this goal to stop by and introduce yourself, e-mail 
me at msdwf@ci.manitou-springs.co.us, or give me a call at 685-4398.

Planning Staff - Thanks to Michelle Anthony and Cheri Mills for carrying the workload while the 
Director’s position was vacant.  As you know they handled increasing numbers of permits and zoning 
requests, as well as staffing for all of the advisory commissions.  The extra effort and time that was 
required to keep everything proceeding is appreciated by all.


